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4th of July Parade and Swim Party

Get ready to celebrate
Independence Day, Ashford
style!

Our annual 4th of July Parade

begins at 11am on Spanish

Moss between Ashford Park-
s w&y/! amd Honeywood Trail.

Decorate your bikes, wagons, : : — ,
st i | t ghavethe giantslip & slide set

stroll er s,

have! And join in the fun! up and ready to go.

The parade travels from the Bring a picnic._ Cold drir_1ks and
starting point on Spanish Moss watermelon will be provided.

to the South Pool
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Updates for Ashford Entry Signs

The signs that welcome
residents and visitors to our
beautiful neighborhood have
recently been updated. New
inserts and caps were added to
the sign at the West end of
Briar Forest, and it looks great!

The signs at the Westella and
Whittington entrances also
received new inserts and
caps. The contractor is still
putting the final touches on
those signs and they should
be complete very soon.

As an added bonus, we were
able to use the bricks that were
removed from the existing

signs to build a new sign at the
East end of Briar Forest. Our
contractor offered us a fantas-
tic deal on the labor and inserts
because wedd be
sign as part of the larger

project.

What a great way to recycle
the old bricks from our signs!

We hope everyone is enjoying the
iImprovements to our neighborhood!
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New Playground Equipment Coming Soon!

Ashford children will soon
have two new pieces of
playground equipment at
the Ashford South Park.
The new equipment will be
in place sometime in Au-
gust, and is sure to provide
hours of fun for our junior
residents.

After many, many years of
service and repairs, the
original Abig
retired. Our
is similar to the one

pictured to the right.

t
n

We 61 | al so be
teeter -totter. Our spring
animals were removed
several years ago for safety
reasons. Now our kids will
again be able to bounce!

a Be sure to come out and
enjoy these new additions
later this Summer!
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Security Meeting, August 11th

The North Briar Security
Co-op has scheduled a
meeting for all co -op resi-
dents, the purpose of which
is to discuss SECURITY IS-
SUES for its residents.

The agenda will include a
discussion of how the co
operates, crime in the area,
crime prevention guidelines
for residents, home secu-
rity presented by  co-op
Constable Sgt. Mitch Hut-
ter, etc. Questions will be
taken from the floor as

time allows.

The date of this meeting is
Wednesday August 11,
7:00 1 8:30 PM at the Bri-
arwood School, located at

_Op

12207 Whittington Drive,
Houston, TX 77077

The meeting is specifically
opened to the following as-
sociation residents:

Ashford Community, April
Village, Reflections,
Sheperds Trace, Country
Village, River Forest, Heath
Lake, South Briar, Shadow
Briar, Village Place, Village
West, Ashford West, Lake-
side Estates and Walnut
Bend. Also invited are resi-
dents of Ashford Hills and
Ashford Forest 1&2, two
associations considering
joining the co -op.

HARRIS
COUNTY

Follow -up reminders for
this meeting will be
sent as the date
approaches.

Past Due Fees

The annual maintenance fee of $650 per lot was due on January 1st. To date, 95% of
2010 maintenance fees have been collected.

As a reminder, our community amenities (pools, tennis courts, website) are available

only to

residents

whose

current, please call the management company to check.

account s

are paid in

f

ul
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Ashford Womends Club

Next meeting:

Thursday, August 12th >

7:30 pm SthTd;

Location to be determined ‘Women’s 6) lub

C—\_J

Check the website for details or email

ashfordwomensclub@yahoo.com

Abig THANKYOU to the Womenés Club
ongoing contributions to the community. Repairs
to the Gazebo are complete, and were funded by

a donation from the AWC. THANK YOU!!
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Protect Your Pet from Common Household Dangers

Courtesy of the Humane Society of the United States
Many common household items can pose and ferrets.
a threat to animal companions. Even De-icing salts
some items specifically meant for pets used to melt
could cause health problems. To protect snow and ice ‘1 .
your pet, simply use common sense and are paw irri- o7
take the same precautions you would tans that can
with a child. Although rodent poisons and

insecticides are the most common
sources of companion animal poisoning,
the following list of less common but po-
tentially toxic agents should be avoided if
at all possible:

¢ Antifreeze that contains ethylene glycol
has a sweet taste that attracts animals
but is deadly if consumed in even small
guantities; one teaspoon can kill a
seven -pound cat. The HSUS recom-
mends pet owners use a safe antifreeze
in their vehicles. Look for antifreeze
that contains propylene glycol, which is
safe for animals if ingested in small
amounts.

e Cocoa mulch contains ingredients that
can be deadly to pets if ingested. The
mulch, sold in garden supply stores,
has a chocolate scent that is appetizing
to some animals.

e Chemicals used on lawns and gardens,
such as fertilizer and plant food, can be
easily accessible and fatal to a pet al-
lowed in the yard unsupervised.

e Cedar and other soft wood shavings, in-
cluding pine, emit fumes that may be
dangerous to small mammals like ham-
sters and gerbils.

Chocolate is poisonous to dogs, cats,

be poisonous
if licked off.
Paws should
be washed &
and dried as "-&"
soon as the animal comes in from the
snow. Other options include doggie boots
with Velcro straps to protect Fido's feet,
and making cats indoor pets.

Insect control products, such as the in-
secticides used in many over  -the -counter
flea and tick remedies, may be toxic to
companion animals. Prescription flea and

tick control products are much safer and

more effective. Pet owners should never

use any product without first consulting a
veterinarian.

Fumes from nonstick cooking surfaces
and self -cleaning ovens can be deadly to
birds. Always be cautious when using any
pump or aerosol spray around birds.

Human medications such as pain killers
(including aspirin, acetaminophen, and
ibuprofen), cold medicines, anti -cancer
drugs, anti -depressants, vitamins, and
diet pills can all be toxic to animals. Keep
medication containers and tubes of oint-
ments and creams away from pets who
could chew through them, and be vigilant
about finding and disposing of any

dropped pills.



http://www.bhg.com/topics/food-and-recipes/cooking/chocolate.htm
http://www.bhg.com/topics/lawn-and-garden/fruits-and-vegetables/fertilizer.htm
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Protect Your Pets, (continued)

Courtesy of the Humane Society of the United States

e Leftovers such as chicken bones

easily shatter and can choke a cat or
dog. Other human foods to keep
away from pets include onions and
onion powder; alcoholic beverages;
yeast dough; coffee grounds and
beans; salt; macadamia nuts; to-
mato, potato, and rhubarb leaves
and stems; avocados (toxic to birds,
mice, rabbits, horses, cattle, and
dairy goats); and anything with
mold growing on it.

Poisonous household plants include
azalea , geraniums, dieffenbachia
(dumb cane), lilies,  mistletoe , and
philodendron, among others.

Rawhide doggie chews may be con-
taminated with  Salmonella , which
can infect pets and humans who
come in contact with the chews.
These kinds of chews should be of-
fered to a pet only with supervision,
as they can pose a choking hazard
as well.

String, yarn , rubber bands, and
even dental floss are easy to swal-
low and can cause intestinal block-
ages or strangulation.

Toys with removable parts -- like
squeaky toys or stuffed animals with
plastic eyes -- can pose a choking
hazard to animals. Take the same
precautions with pets as you would
with a small child.

For more information about common
household dangers, see The American Vet-
erinary Medical Association's Pet Owner's
Guide to Common Small Animal Poisons.

The HSUS recommends that pet owners
use all household products with caution
and keep a pet first  -aid kit and manual
readily available. The HSUS puts out a first
-aid book in conjunction with the American
Red Cross entitled Pet First Aid: Cats and
Dogs.

If all of your precautions fail, and you be-
lieve that your pet has been poisoned, con-
tact your veterinarian or emergency veteri-
nary service immediately. Signs of poison-
ing include listlessness, abdominal pain,
vomiting, diarrhea, muscle tremors, lack of
coordination, and fever.

The ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center
operates a hotline 24 hours a day, seven
days a week at 888 -426 -4435 for a fee of
$45 per case. If you call, you should be
prepared to provide the following informa-
tion: the name of the poison your animal
was exposed to, the amount and how long
ago; the species, breed, age, sex, and
weight of your pet; and the symptoms the
animal is displaying. You'll also be asked to
provide your name, address, phone num-
ber, and credit card information.



http://www.bhg.com/topics/home-improvement/weatherizing/flood-proofing.htm
http://www.bhg.com/topics/lawn-and-garden/flowers/azaleas.htm
http://www.bhg.com/topics/lawn-and-garden/flowers/mistletoe.htm
http://www.bhg.com/topics/arts-and-crafts/yarn.htm
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Are You Ready for 64 Bits?

Surprisingly, 64 bit computers have
been around since the 70s. Of course
the computers in question were Super
Computers designed to crunch massive
numbers at great speed.

64 bit PCs have been manufactured for
a number of years now. If you purchase
a computer tomorrow it will probably
come with 64 bit hardware and a 64 bit
Operating System.

In all honesty most PC owners do not
need a 64 bit system. Sure a 32 bit sys-
tem can only use 4 Gigabytes of mem-
ory and a 64 bit system can theoreti-
cally use enough memory to fill a small
mansion house, but do we need all that
memory to surf the internet? | can tell
you that | have a 32 bit system with 2
Gigabytes of memory and it runs like a
champ. | am indeed an average user.

If you are considering a new computer
then the odds are high that it will be a
64 bit system. There are things you
should consider:

e There is no support for peripherals
that use 32 bit drivers, so older
printers may well not work with a 64
bit system. If you have that old HP
Laserjet that just runs and runs and
runs, be awareé it

e iTunes, Google Chrome and even
Adobe Flash have had issues with 64
bit PCs, so again just be aware.

e If you use a 16 bit program, and a

by Rob Moss, Ashford resident

few people do still use older 16 bit pro-
grams, then you are out of luck. It will
not run on a 64 bit PC.

The safest bet would be to check that your
scanner, camera, webcam, printer, and the
programs you bought and installed after
you bought your 32 bit computer will work
with a 64 bit operating system.

For the most part it comes down to
whether you are considering an upgrade or
not. If you have a computer that works
fine, but is a bit slow, then a tune up could
be the answer. If you are thinking that you
would like to buy a new computer then it
will probably be a 64 bit system. It will
probably work well; and if you are used to
a slower, older PC it should seem very fast
indeed. You will be able to run Microsoft
Office, surf the internet and view pictures
of the new baby.
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Celebrating the Westside Story, August 12

Some thirty years ago, our
area neighborhoods had a
vision: bring a high school
to west Houston. The very
active, close -knit commu-

nity enjoyed e fdsmall ~
towno feel whicWe@4ug gpme a lokgrwayooeuvres, ca
minished by the need for since 2000! To recognize music and a unique silent

our accomplishments, the auction add to the

students to travel quite a
distance to Lee, their HISD
zoned high school.

Through the years, there
were hopes high and low
as plans were made but
not realized. Children grew
up. But the vision re-
mained and through hard
work on the part of so
many, Westside High
School became a reality
ten years ago. It does not
seem that long since then
0 Principal Scott Van Beck
opened the doors,

former education secretary
Dr. Rod Paige attended our

Opening Ceremonies, and
President George H.W.
Bush was our highlighted
speaker.

community is invited to
participate in the event,
AWestside
niversary
Thursday, August 12 at

the Westchase Marriott,
6:00 -9:00 pm. The cele-
bration provides an oppor-
tunity for old friends, stu-
dents, parents, faculty and
community tore  -connect
while sharing memories of
Westside.

We will hear from our past
principals Mr. Van Beck
and Mr. Castro and our
current principal, Mr.

McDonough, and enjoy
some great performances by
Inertia, Choir members and
Jazz Ensemble.

fun while auction proceeds
and donations will help

St or y establishtah endowment on
Ce | e b behdlfiofdAlumng to provide

scholarships for WHS
students.

To learn more about the
anniversary and receive an
invitation, please join our
mailing list at
whs10th@gmail.org . And
check out our Facebook
page. Come join us for a
fun -filled evening journey
down memory lane!

Hav e

you

281 -463 -6666

programmed t
number into your phones?

he constabl



